PROPOSED RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
OF THE 2000 DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION
I.

STANDING COMMITTEES
As prescribed in the Call for the 2000 Democratic National Convention ("the Call"), the following shall be
the Standing Committees of the 2000 Democratic National Convention ("the Convention"):

II.

A.

Standin.g Committee on Platform;

B.

Standing Committee on Rules ; and

C.

Standing Committee on Credentials .

AUTHORITY AND INTERPRETATION
A.

These Rules shall supplement the rules of procedure prescribed in the Call and together with those
rules shall govern the conduct of the business of the Credentials Committee.

B.

These Rules shall be interpreted in a manner consistent with the Call and so as to promote the fair,
expedient and efficient conduct of the business of the Credentials Committee .

. C.

III.

When interpreting these Rules , the Co-Chairs of the Credentials Committee shall rely on Robert ' s
Rules of Order and may reference prior rulings of the Chairs or Co-Chairs of previous Credentials
Committees, any precedent of the United States House of Representatives and general parliamentary
law.

MEMBERSHIP; QUORUM FOR TRANSACTING BUSINESS
A.

Election of the Members of the Credentials Committee shall be carried out as prescribed in Article
VIII, Section B. through E. of the Call.

B.

The Credentials Committee shall be composed of:
1.

A base of 161 members, casting 15 8 votes, allocated to the States and Territories in accordance
with the same distribution formula used to allocate delegates to the Convention.

2.

Twenty-five (25) members, each casting one (1) vote, who shall be Party Leaders and Elected
Officials, elected by the Executive Committee of the Democratic National Committee upon
nomination received from the National Chairperson of the Democratic National Committee,
after consultation with the General Chairperson of the Democratic National Committee and
State Chairs from those states from which members are contemplated to be nominated.

C.

Members of the Credentials Ccrrunittce need net be dele 6 atec er alternates to t!-ic Ccr.vcntion.

D.

Proxy Voting : As the Credentials Committee is a deliberative body of the Convention, proxy voting
by Credentials Committee members shall not be permitted.

E.

Quorum: A majority of the total votes (91.75 votes) allocated to the Credentials Committee shall
constitute a quorum thereof for the purpose of transacting business. Such votes shall be present and
represented by the Credentials Committee members. Upon a point of order of no quorum, the CoChairs shall ascertain the presence or absence of a quorum by visual estimation and shall not proceed
until a quorum is present, provided, however, that a roll call vote shall be had on the question of
whether a quorum exists if the Co-Chairs are in doubt or upon demand of any member of the
Credentials Committee supported by:
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1.

twenty percent (20%) of the members of the Committee as evidenced by a petition submitted to
the Chair indicating support of the demand by not less than twenty (20%) of the members
present, or

2.

by the rising in support of the demand by not less than twenty percent (20%) of the members
present, except that a motion to adjourn may be offered and voted upon without a quorum
present.

Any subcommittee of the Credentials Committee of the Convention shall be composed only of
members of the Credentials Committee, except that these subcommittees may be chaired by persons
other than members of the Credentials Committee.

OFFICERS

A.

The Co-Chairs and Vice Chairs of the Credentials Committee shall be:: elec ted by lhe Executive
Committee of the Democratic National Committee upon nomination of the National Chairperson of the
Democratic National Committee, after consultation with the General Chairperson of the Democratic
National Committee

B.

The Co-Chairs of the Credentials Committee shall call and preside over each Credentials Committee
meeting, prepare an agenda to provide for the orderly conduct of the Committee business, and
supervise preparation of such research studies and briefing materials as are required to accomplish the
Committee work.

C.

Individuals who are not otherwise members of the Credentials Committee who are elected officers
thereof shall not have any voting privileges on the Credentials Committee except that the Chair may
vote in the case of a tie , or to create a tie.

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE CO-CHAIRS
A.

B.

It shall be the responsibility of the Co-Chairs of the Credentials Committee to :

1.

prepare an agenda for the orderly conduct of the Credentials Committee ' s business;

2.

call to order and preside over each Credentials Committee meeting ;

3.

conduct and expedite the business of the Credentials Committee;

4.

preserve order and decorum during the Credentials Committee ' s proceedings;

5.

produce and present or arrange for the presentation of the Report of the Credentials Committee
to the Convention in a manner that sets forth the actions and decisions of the Credentials
Corrunittee.

The Co-Chairs of the Credentials Committee shall be authorized to:
1.

take such action as may be necessary and appropriate to preserve order throughout the
Credentials Committee ' s proceedings ; and,

2.

take any other actions consistent with the Charter and the Bylaws of the Democratic Party of the
United States and the Call.

C.

The Credentials Committee may transact business with one Co-Chair present provided that both CoChairs consent to such arrangement, or with a designee, who is designated by both Co-Chairs,
presiding.

D.

On all matters concerning Credentials Committee business, the decision-making power of the CoChairs shall be co-equal with respect to one another. Any motion, amendment, point of order, or like
matter relating to Credentials Committee business that requires a decision of the Co-Chairs will be
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considered denied if the Co-Chairs do not reach a unanimous decision. In the event that one or more
of the Co-Chairs is absent from the meeting, the presiding officer shall have the power to exercise such
powers as are given to the Co-Chairs jointly.
VI.

MEETINGS
A.

Meeting Times and Places:
The Credentials Committee shall meet at 12:30 p.m. in the Sierra Room at the Wilshire Grand Hotel in
Los Angeles. Any adjourned meetings may be reconvened by the Co-Chairs.

B.

Special Meetings:
Special meetings may be called by the Co-Chairs provided that adequate notice of the meeting is
given. Adequate notice of a special meeting of the Credentials Committee shall be deemed to have
been given if such a meeting is announced:

C.

D.

VII.

1.

at a regular meeting of the Credentials Committee; or,

2.

by an officer of the Convention from the rostrum during a plenary session of the Convention;
or,

3.

by other reasonable means reasonably designed to provide notice to members of the Committee,
which should be not less than two hours before the time of such a meeting.

To the extent that the space available permits, the Credentials Committee's meeting room shall be
divided into a "floor" area and a "gallery" area. The "gallery" area shall be open to the public and
press at all times. At the Committee's meetings, members of the Credentials Committee shall be
seated with their delegation to the extent practicable. Access to the "floor" shall be limited to the
following during Credentials Committee sessions:
1.

Credentials Committee members;

2.

Credentials Committee staff;

3.

Such reasonable number of representatives of each recognized presidential candidate as shall be
determined by the Co-Chairs ; and,

4.

with respect to meetings of the Credentials Committee convened to consider challenges, counsel
for Credentials Committee members and parties to challenges, subject to reasonable restrictions
imposed by the Co-Chairs.

The minutes of the proceedings of the Credentials Committee shall be recorded in a transcript which
shall be open for inspection during the Convention and shall be deposited with the Democratic
National Committee after the Convention.

DUTIES OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
A.

Report of the Credentials Committee: The Credentials Committee shall be responsible for determining
and resolving question!i concerning the seating of delegates and alternates to the Convention pursuant
to the resolution entitled the "Relationship Between the 2000 Rules of Procedure of the Credentials
Committee and the 2000 Delegate Selection Rules," which includes the "Rules of Procedure of the
Credentials Committee of the 2000 Democratic National Convention" set forth in full in the Appendix
to the Call. Any challenge to the seating of a delegate or alternate that is not made in conformity with
these rules shall be deemed waived. The Committee shall report to the Convention for final
determination and resolution of all such questions. The Credentials Committee does not have
authority over the allocation and distribution of convention credentials, including passes for delegates,
alternates, guests or press.
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Supplemental Procedures:
1.

The Co-Chairs shall schedule the order of hearing of challenges.

2.

Challenging parties, challenged parties and intervening parties entitled to oral argument may be
represented by counsel before the Committee, however no more than two counsel each for the
proponent and opponent of any pending matter may divide the time allocated to such party or
,parties for oral argument. Such time shall be limited to fifteen ( 15) minutes for each side unless
extended by order of the Co-Chairs.

3.

Following the argument, debate by members of the Committee shall be in order for a period of
thirty (30) minutes. During debate, members may address questions to each party' s counsel or
representatives. Each Committee member shall be limited to five (5) minutes total during each
resolution.

4.

Following' debate, there may be a ten-minute recess for the preparation of proposed resolutions
disposing of the pending challenge. All proposed resolutions must be submitted to an
individual designated by the Co-Chairs during the recess period.

5.

Prior to the vote and following the submission of all proposed resolutions to the Co-Chairs or
person designated by the Co-Chairs, all resolutions relating to the pending matter, as well as the
number of seconds to each resolution shall be read aloud to the Committee. The resolution
having the largest number of seconds present shall become the pending order of business.
Twenty minutes of debate shall be allocated to each resolution, equally divided between
proponents and opponents . At the conclusion of the debate, the resolution shall be put to a vote.
In the event the resolution is not adopted, the proposed resolution having the next largest
number of signed seconds shall become the pending order of business, and so on until the
challenge is disposed of. If no resolution has been adopted, the Co-Chairs may call a further
recess for the preparation of additional resolutions, which shall be treated in accordance with
this paragraph.

6.

No amendment to a resolution or motion before the Committee shall be permitted, except with
the consent of the proponent of the resolution or motion. Whenever an amendment is accepted
by a proponent, all seconds to the original resolution shall have an immediate opportunity to
withdraw their support from the resolution and join another resolution, and the Co-Chairs shall
determine the number of signatories for the purpose of Rule 9:F.

Distribution: The report of the Credentials Committee and any minority reports shall be distributed to
all delegates, alternates and the public as soon as practicable after their adoption.

VIII. VOTING
A.

No secret b,1,llot sh, 11 b~ permitt~d at any stage of the Credentials C11mmittee proceedings .

8.

The recognized votes shall be "aye" and "no".

C.

Roll Call Votes:
I.

Voting shall be by voice vote, division or, when prescribed by these Rules, by roll call. A roll
call of each individual Credentials Committee member shall follow the alphabetical order of the
States with the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico treated as States for the purpose of the roll
call. The Territories shall follow the alphabetical roll call of the States, and shall also be called
in alphabetical order. The Party Leaders and Elected Officials members shall follow the
Territories and shall also be called in alphabetical order.

2.

A roll call vote may also be had if the Co-Chairs are in doubt or upon demand of any
Committee member supported by twenty percent (20%) of the members, as evidenced by:
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IX.

a.

a petition submitted to the Co-Chair indicating support of the demand by members which
comprise not less than twenty percent (20%) of the authorized Committee membership ,
or;

b.

by the rising in support of the demand by not less than twenty percent (20%) of the
Committee members present.

D.

Interruption of Vote: When the question has been put, the vote thereon may not be interrupted for any
purpose other than a point of order directed to the conduct of the vote.

E.

Determination of Question: Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, all questions shall be
determined by a majority vote of the Credentials Committee members present and voting.

F.

A member of the Credentials Committee elected by a state delegation shall not vote on a challenge
arising in that state. A vote shall be final when announced by the Co-Chairs. On a roll call vote,
members may change their votes until the results are announced by the Co-Chairs. On a voice vote or
division, members shall not be permitted to change their votes.

APPEALS
A.

The Co-Chairs of the Credentials Committee shall decide all points of order subject to an appeal by a
Credentials Committee member. A point of order will be considered denied if the Co-Chairs cannot
reach unanimous agreement. An appeal must be seconded by at least twenty percent (20%) of the
members present.

B.

An appeal shall not be in order:

C.

X.
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1.

while another appeal is pending;

2.

from decisions on recognition of a member;

3.

during a roll call vote;

4.

on a question on which an appeal has already been decided;

5.

from a ruling by the Co-Chairs, on the advice of the parliamentarian or counsel, that a
resolution or a motion is in effect a motion to suspend a provision of these rules.

An appeal shall be debatable for such time, if any, as the Co-Chairs determine. Such time shall not
exceed ten minutes, and shall be equally divided between the member appealing the ruling and the
member in favor of sustaining the Co-Chairs (who shall be designated by the Co-Chairs). Before the
question is put on any appeal, the Co-Chairs may state briefly the reasons for the ruling being
appealed . .

MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES
The Co-Chairs shall entertain a motion to suspend the rules, which shall be decided without debate and
which shall require a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Credentials Committee members present and
voting.

XI.

MOTIONS
A.

Only Credentials Committee members may propose a motion. No question of privilege or any motion
other than those provided under these Rules shall be entertained, except the motion to recess (to a time
certain or at the call of the Co-Chairs), which shall be privileged, and the motion to adjourn, which
shall be the highest privilege. Except for a motion to adjourn or a motion to recess, all motions shall
require fifteen ( 15) members of the Credentials Committee who are present at the time the motion is
offered.
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Motions to adjourn or to recess shall be in order at any time except when the question has been put or
a vote is in progress and shall be decided without debate. The Co-Chairs shall not entertain a motion
to adjourn or recess when such motion closely follows another such motion if in the opinion of the CoChair such motion is dilatory.

DEBATE
Unless ,otherwise provided in these Rules, debate on any question shall be limited to a total of twenty
(20) minutes and to ten (10) minutes on any amendment or debatable subsidiary motion thereto. No
additional time shall be allotted for amendments accepted by the original proponent of a question or
amendment and the time taken to make such amendment shall not be subtracted from the time allotted
to the question or amendment. The time for debate shall be equally divided between proponents and
opponents unless they and the Co-Chairs agree upon a greater or lesser amount of time. No one other
than members of the Credentials Committee may participate in any debate except at the sole and
absolute discretion of the Co-Chaiis.
'

XIII. MINORITY REPORTS
A.

Upon the request of members representing twenty percent (20%) of the votes (36 .75 votes) of the
Credentials Committee, a minority report concerning any issue that has been raised before the
Credentials Committee shall be prepared and submitted to the Co-Chairs or a designated staff member.

B.

Deadlines for Submission of Minority Reports:
Minority reports must be submitted to the Credentials Committee within two (2) hours of adjournment
of the Credentials Committee's pre-Convention meeting.

C.

The minority report shall be in the form of a resolution disposing of the matter to which it relates, and
shall be prepared for distribution to all Convention delegates, alternates and the public as part of the
Committee 's report if twenty percent (20%) of the total votes of the Committee so requests. The
Credentials Committee staff shall assist in the preparation of the report.

D.

No member may sign a minority report relating to the disposition of a credentials challenge to any
delegate from his or her State.

E.

No member who voted for a majority report with respect to a matter may sign a minority report
relating to the same matter.

F.

No member may sign more than one minority report relating to a particular matter.

G.

All signatures on minority reports are to be certified by the Office of the Secretary of the Democratic
National Committee and may be tendered by counterparts and, if necessary, by facsimile thereof. Any
person who signs a minority report m ay withdraw his or her support for such report by written notice
to the Co-Chairs or a designated staff member.

H.

A minority report may be withdrawn at any time prior to or during the Convention. A minority report
will be deemed withdrawn when support for the report falls below twenty percent (20%) of the total
votes of the Credentials Committee, as evidenced by the written withdrawal of support by proponents
of the report as submitted to the Co-Chairs or a designated staff member.

XIV. TIME PERIODS; GENERAL RULES
A.

Any time period set forth in these Rules may be extended or reduced by the Co-Chairs for good cause,
provided that doing so would not result in a breach of any rule stated in the Call.

B.

Robert's Rules of Order, newly revised, shall govern in all proceedings of the Platform Committee and
any Subcommittees established thereunder if said Robert' s Rules of Order are applicable and not
inconsistent with these Rules.
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The Co-Chairs may establish such other procedures and take such actions as may be necessary to carry
out these Rules or to facilitate the effective operation of the Credentials Committee and their
Subcommittees, provided that such action is not inconsistent with these Rules or the Call.

AMENDMENTS TO THESE RULES

Amendments to these Rules may be considered by the Credentials Committee under Article XI above,
which prescribes the rules for consideration of amendments.

